Psalm 27 — Help for today, hope for tomorrow

How are you feeling today? Happy? Sad? WorriedtCa&iull of joy? Full
of despair? How about yesterday? Did you wakeegfirfig the same way
yesterday? What about last week? Last year?

| would say that most of us feel differently fromydto day. Our moods
change, the world moves so quickly nowadays, thivaggoen so quickly
that our feelings can alter very easily, beforeewen realise it.

Here in the book of Psalms we have a collectiosonigs and verse, written
by normal believers in God. They describe every@geriences, they tell
of feelings commonly experienced by all of us, they so true to life. We
can so easily identify with the psalmists as theyenhese things down.
We go through the different moods and feelings wh#m. We sometimes
find the psalmist full of joy, praising God, worpping Him, singing and
making music in thankfulness. But at other timessee him in the depths
of despair, crying out to God for help in timeseked. Nothing is hidden
here. We find the psalmist close to his God, we &tgl him feeling miles
apart from his God. The Christian experience isdeed in the book of
Psalms in its entirety — warts and all, the goodl the bad times.

Because of this, the Psalms are a great encouragéone Christian,

don’t you agree? They show us that it is taeekpectedthat we won't be
feeling on top of the world all the time — and itgrmal for the Christian

to feel like that in this life. God’s word is saué& to life, so honest. The
important thing is, that no matter what our feelings andegignces as
Christians, God still loves us, he wants us to stage to him, depend upon
him, desire him,

| start each day by reading a Psalm, and I've fayneat help through them,
they remind me of my relationship with my God, thed of all creation,

the God who sent His only Son to die on a Croghabl might beable to
know Him,

David knew this same God. This Psalm 27 is one of o0@d?Psalms that he
wrote and that are recorded here for building aithfin God. David, you
remember, was the shepherd boy chosen by Godkm@eHe was the one
who slew Goliath. He was Jesus’ ancestor. A great.rim Acts we read
that God himself refers to David @man after my own heartAll of us
could aspire to be a man like David. 1
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But ‘hang on a minute!’ | hear you cry. Wasn't thhie same David who
committed adultery with Bathsheba? Didn’t he themarage her husband’s
murder? How cahe be a man we could all aspire to be like? Therddiut
the grace of God go I. David was a man, pronertdilse all of us — we too
are tempted, we too commit sin. But David’s reactio his sin was to turn
to God in confession and repentance. There isdiadnof David’s
weaknesses and failures in God’s word — he wasmjusé like us, we can
identify with him, surely.

In his psalms he often writes of the privilege efdnging to God; he is
keen to tell of how he has proved God’s goodneass$as he passes this on
to us, we learn how to live lives which please hodour God.

We can follow David through his experiences; asrsts God he finds
God to be good and faithful. In times of distrass,see him turn to God in
prayer, and we see God answering his prayers.

Let’s look together then at this Psalm 27. We'rengdo see the psalmist’s
dependence upon God, his desire to be close Bdds and his confidence
in God’s presence with him. David’'s dependence upod, his desire to
walk closely with God, and his confidence that Golll be with him
forever.

Firstly then, the psalmist@ependence upon God

We read in verse ‘TThe Lord is my light and my salvation” — “The Loid
my light and my salvation”.

As | said to the children earlier, when | was axtager in Yorkshire, | went
with a group from my church up to the Yorkshire Mot do this walk
from the west side of the moors to the east, 42anWe set off at 10 at
night and walked through the night, and | finishieel walk at quarter past 4
the next afternoon. Up on the moors, on top oféHuls, of course there
were no lights apart from our torches. It was pretiary, | can tell you.
Pitch black all round. Total darkness.

I’m sure you’'ve heard the story of the foolish m@mo went up onto the

hills one afternoon in fine weather, so didn’t takeompass, or even a map.
As time went on, he realised he was lost, and mgs drawing in. It began
to get dark, and he realised he wasn’t going talgein off the hills before

it became totally black.
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He had an idea — he thought “if | follow a wallyesly eventually it will
bring me down into the valley”. So in order to makge he was near the
wall, he picked up a stick and pulled it along wedl. Things were going
fine, walking along in pitch black, until he sudtierealised that he could
no longer feel the wall with his stick. He brougtne stick in front of him —
he couldn’t feel the ground. Doing the same tdéfis there was nothing
there eitherNow what should he do? The only ground he could fexed w
under his feet, so he had to sit down and waitfermorning. Morning
came, the sun came up. He looked around. He wasiehd, the wall
nearby, but he was holding a stick that had broken!

Darkness, lack of light makes us feel lost. We tda’without light. We
are so dependent upon it. We take light for grarded’t we? We know the
sun provides light during the day, and we havdiaigl light in our homes
at night time. We need light and when it's takeragw say there was a
power cut — we’re lost without it. We fumble aroundhe dark, trying not
to stumble over furniture, and we quickly beconsodentated. We need
light as much as we need food and drink

David says'The Lord is my light” As we depend upon the sun for light, as
we depend upon our light bulbs for light at nigbhtenable us to do
everyday things, so David is dependent upon Gadjdft, to enable him

to live a life that is right before God. David negdod. He is totally
dependent upon him — otherwise he would go asttagrwise he would

get lost. Without God David would not be able toago- he would be like
the man on the top of that hill, not knowing whighy to go.

“The Lord is my light and my salvationhe says:The Lord is the
stronghold of my life’ David finds security and safety in God. We refd o
his enemies attacking him, we read of evil men adwvea and wanting to
devour his flesh in verse 2, an army besieging kar, breaking out
against him in verse 3, but he s&yke Lord is my light and my salvation,
the stronghold of my life.”

We see David’s strong faith. In times where humaplgaking he is weak,
he is strong because God is his salvation andgitimd. So he can sagf
whom shall | be afraid? My heart will not fearAs king of Israel, king of
God’s people, there armeany seeking his downfall, many enemies all
around him, but David remembers the message fremrtbphet Nathan
that we find in 2 Samuel chapter 7: 3
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“This is what the Lord Almighty says; ‘I took yawih the pasture and
from following the flock to be ruler of my peopdedel. | have been with
you wherever you have gone, and | have cut offall enemies from you.
... Your house and your kingdom shall endure fer &efore me; your
throne shall be established for everGod made an agreement with David
and his successors, Gpobmisedto stand by them in their troubles and
prosper their reigns, if they reigned on his behalf

The Lord is David’s light, his salvation, his stghold — who shall he fear?
He fears no-one. David with God on his side wiNéahe victory every
time. Even if his family desert him, he knows higdawill not. David
knows he is dependent upon God for his very life.

In John’s gospel chapter 15 Jesus refers to thistizmr life as being like a
vine and its brancheSkemain in me, and | will remain in you. No branch
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the @irfNeither can you bear
fruit unless you remain in me.”

Isn’t it easy to forget that we are dependent upod for everything — for
our verylives. Don’t we often take our blessings in this life fpanted?
Don’t we often try to do things using our own ligtitinking that we are
strong enough, thinking that we are secure, thatammot fall. We can’t
afford to do that, our confidence in ourselves ispiaced. David
recognised — and we must recognise too — that eveotally dependent
upon God. Without him we are lost, in the darknanfble.

Jesus saitl am the light of the world”- we need his light.

Jesus sail am the Bread of Life — he who comes to me shatlhunger.”
We need him to sustain us.

Jesus saitWhoever drinks the water | give him, will neveirgh.”

We cannot live fulfilled lives without recognisimgir dependence on God.
We need him. The psalmist’s dependence on God.

Let’'s move onSecondly, the psalmist’'s desiMerse 4‘One thing | ask of
the Lord, this is what | seek: that | may dwelthe house of the Lord all
the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty olf ¢tind and to seek him in
his temple.”
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When | was a little boy | wanted to be a train driwVhen | was in my
early teens, | wanted to be a footballer. Whergbtia job in my mid
twenties, | wanted to get married and have childiow | want to retire!

If someone were to say that they could grant yaiwish — what you wish
for? Be honest — with yourself at least, I'm noingpto ask you to shout it
out. Perhaps you'd wish for good health, for yolirgeyour family.
Perhaps you’d wish for greater wealth — to be nse@ure financially. Or
perhaps you’d wish for better relationships withiig or friends. Perhaps
you'd wish for a better environment for everyondive in. All, | suppose,
to some extent important in today’s society. Whatld be your greatest
desire?

Someone once said, “We often desire most what \gatawt to have.”

What isDavid’s greatest desiré®ne thing | ask of the Lord, this is what |
seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord all thesdafymy life.”

David earnestly prays to God that he may dwelhanhouse of the Lord —
that is that he may be kept close to God all thes @é his life. He wants to
be in constant communion with God, he wants todel@se to him that he
canspeakto him, and know God listening tom. He wants to be able to
worship him, to sing and make music to him. Hisaggst desire is to be so
close to God that he can gaze upon his faage upon the beauty of the
Lord.” David wrote in Psalm 4_et the light of your face shine upon us, O
Lord.”

The light of God’s favour and mercy are what Dag@sires. He longs to be
close to God. If he could only ask one thing, thig, to know something of
the beauty of God, his holiness, his love, his ymesgery day.

The apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Philms verses 21-23For to
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If | &aongo on living in the body,
this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what dHachoose? | do not
know! | am torn between the two: | desire to depaud be with Christ,
which is better by far.’Paul feels close to God in serving him in lifef ba
desires to beloserto his Saviour, and to be with him in heaven dfier
death.“This is what | seek; to dwell in the house of tloed for ever.”
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How aboutus? Is it our greatest desire to know the closene&d every

day? Do we start off each morning praying that vasy mwell in the house
of the Lord every day, that we may gaze upon haib& Dowe pray that

we will know God close to us, so close we &2l his presence?

How can we know this? What does David say he hds tio enable this to
happen? Verse 8Vly heart says of you, ‘Seek his face!” Your fdoerd, |
will seek.” David realises thdie has a responsibilityto seek his Lord.
There’s no point just waiting for something to happYou can't just sit
around and hope that God will force his way intoylife and have his way
with you. Godwill draw you closer to himself, but it also requiyes, it
also requiresis to put ourselves out to seek him.

In verse 11 we read]each me your way, O Lord; lead me in a straight
path because of my oppressorBavid sees that he needs to be taught
God’s way. As he goes through life, he needs tml&od’s way. He is
only human — he is still tempted by sin, he stiflkes mistakes. But he
wants to be taught God’s way. His enemies, hiseggars are ready to
pounce on him if he takes a wrong turn. So he #sktsGod will make his
path straight, so there is less chance of hinmigtff.

David writes in Psalm 25: 4-85how me your ways, O Lord, teach me
your paths; guide me in your truth and teach meyéu are God my
Saviour, and my hope is in you all day long.”

Oh how we need God to teach us his ways, how we tteget to know his
revealed will for us in his Word. How we need todb@se to him so that we
can talk to him and he can teach us, lead us, qugde his truth. How we
need to spend time with him in prayer, develophmeg tlose relationship. Is
this your greatest desire? Is it my greatest desire

“One thing | ask of the Lord, this is what | sedkat | may dwell in the
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gagaen the beauty of the

Lord and to seek him in his templd he Psalmist’s greatest desire is to be
close to God.

We’'ve seen David’'s dependence on God, his desine tose to God.
Thirdly, we see herthe Psalmist’s confidence in God

In verse 13 of Psalm 27 we reddam still confident of this: | will see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.” 6
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As someone once said, “Security is not the absehdanger, but the
presence of God, no matter what the danger.”

Despite his enemies besieging him, despite theicled,even thenDavid
will be confident.“"Even then will | be confident’yerse 3. Even when his
family and friends desert him, the Lord will notsget him, verse 10. Even
if war breaks out around him, Davidaenfident that he will continue to
see the goodness of his God all the days of las lif

In Psalm 23 we read those well known ver§8arely goodness and love
will follow me all the days of my life, and | walvell in the house of the
Lord forever.” David’s confidence and trust is in his Lord. Gotiise
goodness and love will accompany him all the ddyslife. What a
wonderful thought — to be so secure in that thoudike the apostle Paul
in his letter to the Romans — that nothing, absbyutothing in all creation,
can separate him, can separate the Christian eganagaus from the love
of God that is Christ Jesus our Lord.

The reference in verse 13‘oh the land of the living”here means “the
present time, the present life” — so David is coaifit that he will continue
to see the goodness of the Lord in his life. Butthaw Henry in his
commentary adds an interesting thought here, ltlegliaind of the living can
only fully refer to heaven. The land of the living - the lavitere only
those who know the true Way, Truth and the Lif@at is Jesus - are
present with their creator God. This life on eastthe land of the dying,
look around you, this is the land of the dying.u¥esaid in John:10| have
come that they may have life, and have it to the firfhose who are resting
in the salvation which Jesus won on the Cross iaisiresurrection they
are the ones who will populate the land of thenlyi

David is confident that he will see the goodnesSod in the land of the
living — now and into eternity. This gives him stggh. This gives him
hope. This gives him victory over the enemies @uad him.

David’s future is assured. He is confident thatwhlieenjoy the goodness
and love of God forever. If we know God, if we haue our trust in the
sacrifice of Jesus on that cross for our sins gifdepend upon God for our
light and salvation, then we also can live livesoifidence, of hope,
because we can say with Davisurely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life, and | will dwell in theus® of the Lord forever.”
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We have seen that David’s life depends fully ugmngresence of God; his
greatest desire is to live close to God; and tkasltonfident that God will
be with him in this life and into eternity.

Here is a man described by God as ‘a man afterwmyreeart.” How do we
shape up? How much do we depend and rely upon od®? Go we desire
above all other things to be close to God? Areiwerd in the confidence
that nothing can separate us from the love of Gud tlhat day when we
shall see God face to face in heaven?

We started off by readinffhe Lord is my Light and my SalvationOne
day we won’t depend upon the sun for our light —ead in Isaiah
chapter 60,The sun will no more be your light by day, nor Mfile
brightness of the moon shine on you, for the Latldoe your everlasting
light, and your God will be your glory. Your surlwiever set again, and
your moon will wane no more; the Lord will be yawerlasting light.”

And at the end of the book of Revelation we rédtey (God’s people)
will not need the light of a lamp or the light d&tsun, for the Lord God
will give them light. And they will reign for evand ever.”

“The Lord is our Light and Salvation.”

You are my Anchor.

Read Ephesians 3:17b-21
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